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25X1 1. 


one of the 

former prisoners 

of war of the Bor; TTY TH hempte > tadocs 
teinete theo with Communiet tdeelogy and the extent to whieh the dndootrinatiox o%* | 
had euccasded. 


25X1 ag, ee eee opinion that vo more than «. @nall 
fraction of one per cant of former prisonars of war of the Seviets were actually 


influenced by the Soviet propaganda and Laden tet nat Low. 


25X1 Be ae a rather typiond, example of tha experiences and ettie 
; 'ude of the returned prisoners of war. 


25X1 he Sa, nember of an army of approximetely three bundead Siftty thousand 
woleh wea stationed in letviea. When they were instructed by Garten authorities 
to ley down their arma they did ao fealing that pinse they bed sat aurrendered 
they wera not priwoners of war and would ba returned directly to Germany. The 
reverse wae true and the entire group wae sent into the USER vy the Giviete. 


25X1 5. Lee ene three years from 1945-48 at a laber camp, about one bundred 
Dlles goutheast of Murmansk which was on « etetlon of the Leningrs-d-Murmanek 25X14 
padiiroad. The camp contained a totel of nine bundred German prigeners. 


6. They were working on cougtruction of apartment houses and fectories andl 
also sesisted in the construction of a large melting furnace for a foundry. 


7 ‘The Soviets bad a Communist indoctrination class weich wae known sa ANTIFA and 
anyone who volunteered could. attend the coures. Individusle woe aid volunteer 
i were primarily opportuniats who hoped for move food, batter trestment, and quicker 
’ freedom. However, none of their hoped materialised end they were treated the same 
as non-members of the ANTIFA group. 


8. Of the nine hundred prisoners only 30 attended the ANTIFA scourge. 
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The lack of impression on the prisoners of the Communist propaganda was 
again exemplified by a group of four thousand prisoners of war who arrived 

in Frankfurt an der Oder from the USSR. Prior to release they were addressed 
by a commissar and political officer who exhorted them to disseminate what 
they had learned about Soclelism,to describe the great reconstruction of the 
USSR, fight capitalism, end work for the Comuunist Party, = 


25X1 


Many of the former prisoners of war this type 
of harangue only went into one ear end owt the other. Very Tew prisoners even 
listened. 


The realities of life in the camps far outwelghel any propaganda. For example, 
et] _—=ss=~=«édicemp @ high percentage of prisoners died, Food wae vary poor 
and in short supply. The prisoners were given e littie watery soup && noon and 
if they completed thelr work nora they wore iven one or two pleces of bread. 
Upon his return to Germany (Federal, SAE required six months 

of medical care before he could attempt to work. 25X1 


He said at his camp there was one women doctor who was not bad in her treat 
ment of prisoners. Although there were no hospital beds available the woman 
dector did grant non-work assigurente to seriously 411 prisoners and then granted 
four or five weeks easy assignuents. 


The conditions of the prisoners of war were sbout on a par with the natives of 
the ares. 


The prisoners and the civilian population actually were on prety good terms. 
The civilians would frequently come elongedde the barbed wire apd throw in notes 
in which they asked for bread. On many occasions some of the prisoners who had 
performed over the assigned work norm did give bread to the civilians. 


reported thet civilians performed the work porm Agelgoed to them and 
not ore wit MOre®. 25X14 


On one occasion he was watching a group of clviliane unioad a vailrosda car full 
of bricks. The Department of Plenning bad specified a definite time for unload~ 
ing the cars and as @ consequence the celyiiiens ulosded the var quickly by throw 
tng the bricks in any direction. Most of the bricks were broken. 
asked @ workman why they wnlosded in this fashion ap the bricks were pot usable 
but the workman replied thet they were ordered only to wunluay, the cary they 
would not worry about the Pricka. 


This attitude was aleo true of some of the Suviet enginesra ensountered by the 
prisoners in connection with the construction of thea big melting furneos for the 
foundry thatl Worked on. The plese fumniuhed by the Soviet engineers 
were wrong and if the furnace wers soustracted to aecordance with the plana it 
would not have worked. There were several Germar anginesrs who objected that 
the Soviet plans were wrong but the Soviet engineers in charge inateted that the 
furnace be constructed hie way..[t did not work. Jt was then soplately rebuilt 
according ‘to the German engineer's rasmosndatilons. 


The purpose of the objections of the Garman enginesss was to obviate betug pun 
dehed or acaused of sabotages, Siusce they bad registered thelr complaints there 


wae no punishment. 


ee to Gexweny (Federal Republic), in 1948, he was 
shipped back by way of Moscows © on ‘the main line from Moscow through Poland 
he observed hundreds of wood crates containing rachinery which apparantly had 


een dumped from rediroad cara, and were lying in fields. The oraten contained 
machinery from dismantled German plants. 
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Either by neglect or by deliberate intention the railroad workers ruined most 
of the equipment removed from Germany, so .gaw a great amount of 25X1 


. fine machinery standing unprotected in faetory yards in the USSR. He ssid it 


was #0 completely rusted that it was no longer usable. 


One of the former prisoners was an engineer from Leipzig who told 
me that in thet city there ‘been one of the largest presses in the world. It 


had been built to stay and if dismantled 1+ could not be rebuilt. He had given 
this information to a Soviet reparations crew but they were adamant and the press 


was digmantled and shipped. However, many boxes of parts were lost and others 


daid. around for wonths before finally disappearing. 


Some of the prisoners [na actually been Communists at one tine, but 

even these old Communists had become completely cured. [ sss“ sitthey) = 5X 
had once believed thet the USSR was the country for workers and peasants but found 
this was not so. They said they definitely did not ever want to see such circum 
stances occur in Germany (Federal Republic). They could not swallow the deliberate 
killing of all individual initiative and the State taking everything the people make. 
They could not understand why it was a crime against the State for a starving person 
to take a few kernals of grain from the bottom of ea train or river boat. 


e friend of his who was a prisoner had been given 25 years of hard 
Labor for stealing a bucket of ee from a field. This was a crime against the 
State. 


ost prisoners in the USSR were permitted to write one postcard a month but it is 
belleved that there are still several hundred thousand prisoners in the UBER in 
“gilent cemps" where they are not permitted to write. It is believed thet these are 
in the: atomic program ares of the USER. 


In 1950 article, purportedly en interview with a former German prisoner ef 
yar who to India by way of Mongelia,snd Tibet. He allegedly bed teen sta» | 
tioned in a camp in. the Tannutuva area in Biverie. He reported that high sounteins 
encircled this aves and he seid thet hundreds of thopsands of prisoners of war are 
engaged in sleve labor on atemis projects. Ze said there are vunderground tunnels 
burrowed inte the sides of the mountains and completely camouflaged. He stated that 
the whole area is so closely guarded that 1+ is almost imposelble to escape. There 
‘hes never been a case of a pontcard heving been received from a Germen prisoner of 


“war in this area, 


The Germen (Federsl Republic) government has the names of 80 thousand German prison- 
ere of war who were seen in the UESR, aad reported we other core These 60 
thousand are completely unaccounted for. : 


{The bitterness that is felt by the overwhelming majority of former prisoners of war 
of the Soviets will not be erased and they will alweys voolferously denounce anything 


having to do with Communian, I cannet envision any posslbliity of sussess fer the 
Communiet Party in Germany Federal meee): 


_ ende 


oromunl a 
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